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Hey TD'ers!  In addition to this month's message, there are a couple of really valuable messages that will help color and put fuller body and vibrancy to your understanding of the Law of God.  And the better you understand the law of God, the better you understand and appreciate the grace of God and the gospel (good news) of God.  If you don't really appreciate the gospel the way you know you should and the way you want to, it's likely you don't have a good enough handle on the law of God.

1. Listen to the message, "The Hope of the Law," and if you're on a roll and have time, "The Coming of God's Law" on the TD web site, under Timeless Truth: God's Law for All Time 2007 - 2008.
   
Starting With the Big Rocks

	Let's face it.  Life can sometimes be complicated, confusing, and frustrating, especially when you don't have a solid foundation to build upon, solid roots to draw from, and a solid worldivew with which to accurately interpret life.  It's absolutely essential for us to look at and interpret history and life through the right lenses, with the "BIG rocks" in first.  Watch this video on youtube:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vws-EG7nL78

2. Arthur mentioned that the most important questions in life are: 1) Does God exist? 2) What is His nature? 3) What is my relationship with God?  These are the biggest rocks.

a. How important are these questions to you? What are your honest answers to these questions? 



b. Who is God to you … really … beyond just the 'correct Sunday School answers'? 




3. In 2 Timothy 1:12, Paul says that he has confidence because "I know WHOM I've believed."  He's essentially saying that he doesn't always have to have all the answers to life's questions before believing or acting on God's commands, as long as He knows the One who does have the answers. 

a. Have you ever been in a situation where you've experienced this?  Where your knowledge of a person and your relationship with him/her gave you assurance, even when content-wise, there were things you didn't know? Describe.  




b. How did that feel for you?





Looking at History Through the Right Lenses
	
Arthur shared that the two anchors in his life are 1) that God is in control; and 2) that God is good.  Because those two things are true, he is able to know for certain that all things will indeed work together for good, as is promised in Romans 8:28.  Once the "big rocks" of who God is and what His nature and character are, are put in place, then the smaller yet still important questions of life are given context and meaning.  

If the Israelites had been able to remember those anchors, and actually believe in their God, they may have better been able to see what we now see in hindsight: that God was actually showing His faithfulness and protection over Israel in having them be slaves in Egypt.  What looked like God being unable to deliver on His promises to Abraham, was actually God at work KEEPING His promises to Abraham and his descendants.

4. Read Exodus 1 and 5 carefully, while just skimming through chapters 2 - 4.  

a. What thoughts, questions, observations, and impressions do you have regarding these chapters?





b. From chapters 1 and 5, in what ways could it have seemed that God was not keeping His promises to Abraham to bring restoration to God, to each other, and to the land? Being slaves in Egypt, how do you think they felt?






c. Looking carefully at the verses, what verses give us clues to what God was actually doing in the bigger picture in keeping His promises?  Explain.





The Premise of the Law

Now when Israel (all 2 million of them) had been freed from Egypt, God had the task of building the infrastructure of a new independent nation.  He issued them life's essential, foundational laws - the 10 Commandments - to govern this new independent nation.  But before He did gave them the Law, in a beautiful prelude, He reminded them of the kind grace that was extended to them in saving them from the Egyptians - out of His heart of love - and then shares with them His dreams for them with a personal and heart-felt intimacy.  Then, he sets them up with instructions of protection, so they know their parameters and won't get physically consumed by the holiness of God.  It's like getting too close to the sun.  As good and essential as it is for our existence, it's so bright and fiery that we'd be consumed if we went too close.  These instructions too were given out of grace and love.

5. Read Exodus 19, keeping in mind the above context and intention, and make note of the type of spiritual and relational foundation He builds prior to establishing … the Law.










6. How should we understand verses 5 - 6?  Arthur gave us a clue when he stated that grace is the premise of the Law, but not the promise of the Law.  What do you think he meant by that?





7. Grace precedes obedience. We are not saved because of our obedience. But rather, because we have received grace, we are now able to obey! How should our understanding of this relationship between grace and obedience inform the way we live? What is your attitude toward the idea of obedience to God?





The Shape of the Law

By many, the Old Testament and the New Testament are seen as diametrically opposite.  The Old Testament God is seen as a fiery ogre ready to smite anyone and everyone that gets in His way; while the New Testament God is seen as a God of love and grace and mercy.  People often view the Old Testament laws as cold-hearted, ridiculous, demanding, legalistic, and unreasonable, while the New Testament law is seen as the law of love.  People often think that in the Old Testament, you are saved BY good works, while in the New Testament, you are saved to DO good works.

8. Though different in many important ways, what must not be forgotten is the fact that the two testaments are also similar in significant ways too, for they are both written by the same Author - one a continuation and fulfillment of the other.  With this in mind, what do you think Jesus meant when He said, "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another." (John 13:34)




Mercy Within the Law

Read Numbers 14:1-10.  When Israel disobeyed and complained against God, it was more than just disobedience. It was personal.  God had a dream for his people, one where they would have a very special and unique love relationship with Him. But Israel didn't buy into God's dream. They didn't like being different, but wanted to be just like everyone else. 

9. Why do you think Israel responded like that? Many of us hesitate and shrink back when we're given special treatment.  Why?  Don't we all want to be treated specially? 







10. God's plans for Israel were unique in that they would not have a king. God Himself would be their King, and their Father, at the same time. Think about that for a moment - to have a relationship with someone in which that person is your king and your father. 

a. What do you think that would be like? What feelings does that conjure up? How would you relate with this person? Is there anyone in your life who helps you understand this type of relationship? 






b. What should our proper response be to embracing God as our King and as our Father? 



11. Arthur talked about how the law presupposes sin but has the aim of forgiveness and restoration. In a way it was a holistic way for God to take care of his people. Sometimes the law seems like a burden but what would it look like if there was no law in a given country?  What would the world look like in general?






12. Unlike our laws, God's law includes mercy. It presupposes our sin, and makes provisions for forgiveness and restoration.  That's what's really behind passages like Leviticus 16, in fact.

a. What does this mean to you? Do any questions or thoughts arise in thinking through this? 




b. In having mercy built into the law, is anything compromised or negated? Does that compromise the 'justice' of the law at all? 




c. Why should God establish laws anyway, if He already presupposes our sin? 




Coram Deo

13. Read Hebrews 8:13 and Romans 10:2-5, and note the special relationship between Christ and the law.  Milk it.  Savor it. Then spend time in hearty, grateful prayer giving thanks and praise for Christ, our righteousness and the fulfillment of the law.
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